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Roma Healh Scholarship Program

„SASTO 3“- Advocacy School For Future Roma Health Professionals, 09-16  January 2013, CePTOR Andrevlje –


„SASTO III" – ADVOCACY SCHOOL FOR FUTURE ROMA HEALTH PROFESSIONALS
9 - 16. February of 2013. 
Centre for Economic and Technological Development of Vojvodina, Andrevlje, Fruška gora
INTRODUCTION
The third Advocacy School under the name of "SASTO 3” dedicated to the RHSP scholarship beneficiaries of the generation of 2011-2012 under the Roma Health Scholarship Program was held at the Centre for Economic and Technological Development of Vojvodina (CEPTOR) in Andrevlje, Fruška gora. 

The objective of the Advocacy School funded by the Open Society Fund, Budapest, was capacity building of RHSP beneficiaries in the advocacy process of Roma health advancement. 
Totally 38 participants took part at the Advocacy School of which 31 scholars and 7 mentors. Apart to 38 participants and mentors, the School work also involved: Gabriella Kurthi from the Open Society Fund of Budapest, Jadranka Stojanović from the Fund for an Open Society of Serbia, Jelena Savić, the contact point of RMUSP and RHSP Programs for Serbia, 16 professors presenters at School, 4 trainers from the Association of Roma Students, 2 assistants, 8 RHSP trainers, 6 RHSP scholars-presenters on the theme related to the experiences from the last year's advocacy follow up activity, a driver, an Advocacy School coordinator and his assistant, altogether 80 people.

Out of the total of 38 scholarship beneficiaries anticipated for participation at School, 31 scholars attended, which makes 81.58% of the total response. 

Out of 12 mentors, the following 7 mentors participated: Ivana Stojanović, Faculty of Medicine at University of Niš, Stojanka Arsić, Faculty of Medicine at University of Niš, Janko Janković, School of Medicine at University of Belgrade, Snežana Simić, School of Medicine at University of Belgrade, Boris Milisavljević, Faculty of Medicine at University of Novi Sad, Nataša Milošević, Faculty of Medicine at University of Novi Sad, Špela Golubović, Faculty of Medicine at University of Novi Sad. 
IMPLEMENTATION OF THE ACTIVITIES
Organization of the Participants’ Arrival and Opening Ceremony




The participants arrived to Andrevlje at about 18:00 h, on 9 January. After accommodation in their rooms, a tour around the facility was organised and the participants were informed about the rules of the Advocacy School. Earlier, along with the invitiation, Statement on the School Rules Acceptance was sent to the scholarship beneficiaries to sign and bring it signed back to School. Namely, based on previous experience, this measure was introduced because it raised the level of the participants' focus on school contents and not on its amusing part such as excursions. 
A gala dinner on the occasion of the School opening ceremony was organized preceded by playing of the Romani anthem "Djelem, Djelem". After that, the participants were addressed by: Osman Balić, coordinator of the League for Roma Decade, Dr Snežana Simić, coordinator of RHSP Mentoring Program, Jelena Savić, contact point of RHSP and RMUSP Programs for Serbia and Nenad Vladisavljev from the Association of Roma Students. During the dinner the participants were entertained by tambura band of Nenad Nikolić from Deronja.
Implementation of the School Program Content 
The School program which started on 10 January was divided into 4 components: 

1. Training activities on general topics (Roma history and culture, socio-political context of the Roma position today) 
2. Training activities for development of personal skills (workshops for fostering self-confidence, communication skills, presentation skills)
3. Training activities related to health (specificities of the Roma women health, government measures for advancement of Roma health, examples of good practice) 

4. Training activities for social networking (activities for cohesion development and the feeling of belonging to a group, breaking down the barriers between scholars and mentors)  
In the morning hours until lunch time, the participants attended the program from components 
1 and 3 in the amphitheatre, since ''Ex Cathedra'' method corresponded more to the topics from these components. 
In the course of 6 days, the following topics were covered:

· Leadership in a Community - Osman Balić

At this session performed on 10 January, the participants had an opportunity to learn what a leader is, to recognise the characteristics of a good and a bad leader, to understand the values of responsibility and moral and intellectual integrity of a leader. 
· Romanipen Elements of Roma Culture - Osman Balić

The topics covered at this session performed on 10 January were: What are constitutive elements of the national identity and cultural heritage? What is a selective attitude towards tradition? How to make innovations in a community while preserving own identity and cultural heritage.
· History and Origin of the Roma - Rozalija Ilić

The topics covered on 11 January included: exodus from India and its causes, migration patterns of the Roma towards Europe, North-East Asia and North Africa. 

· History of the Romani Colonisation in the Balkans - Rozalija Ilić

The following was covered on 11 January: arrival of the Roma in the Balkans with the Turkish army, the Romani occupations and Romani status in the Slavic states.
·  Public Health Activism - Dr Snežana Simić

The topics covered on 11 January were: What does being an activist in public health mean? Non-commercial healthcare and non-market oriented healthcare.
· Health Inequalities - Dr Janko Janković

The session delivered on 11 January was dedicated to the relationship between a social status and population health indicators. Are the rich also healthier and why? 
·  Activism and Advocacy as the Tools of Social Changes - Vesna Pešić

The topics which Vesna Pešić dealt with on 12 January based on her long experience as a dissident and Serbia's civil rights activist involved: What is a citizen? What is a worker? What is a peasant? What does being active mean? Why is it important to change our surroundings? Why is it important to act together? 

· Legislative Instruments for Protection of National Minorities - Petar Antić 

The topics covered on the session held on 12 January were: international normative framework for protection of national minorities, instruments of protection, national legal framework for protection of the rights of national minorities, legislation and conventions.
· Institutional Framework of the National Healthcare - Dejan Marković

On 13 January, the representative of the Ministry of Health introduced the scholars with different levels of the national health system and its functioning. Also, the programs of the Ministry of Health for Roma health advancement and Roma Health Mediator program were presented. 
· Art and Roma - Zoran Tairović

At the session of 13 January, the eminent Roma artist presented a new vision of the Roma role in creation of European art which radically changes Roma position in creation of the European identity in general.
· Discussion panel History of Social and Student Movements, moderator: Ivan  Radenković

At the session held on 13 January, which was moderated by Ivan Radenković, the following topics were discussed: The role of students in creation of a more open and righteous society in history and today. Do Roma students have their own specific role in the process of Roma emancipation? What is students' responsibility when it comes to Roma position? 
· Experiences of Other Countries in the Health System Restructuring - discussion panel, moderated by Ivan  Radenković

The topics discussed with the participants on 14 January moderated by Ivan Radenković were: creation of the market of health care services and role of the government; health as public welfare and healthcare services as goods. 
· Cases of Roma Health Discrimination - Petar Antić

Centre for Minority Rights had been monitoring and recording the cases of discrimination and prosecution of perpetrators for years. The experience in the field of processing the cases of health discrimination was presented with its epilogue at the session of 14 January. 
· Roma Women Today and Challenges of Patriarchate – Prof. Dr. Svenka Savić
To be rejected by the community and be self-confident, creation of new identities of Roma women and the role of education in that process - were the topics discussed by Professor Svenka Savić during the session on 15 January. 
· The Pathological and Healthy in Medical and Social Aspect - Prof. Dr. Dušan Marinković
Through his critically-oriented lecture and discussion with the scholars held on 15 January, the sociologist Dušan Marinković showed in what ways medical determinants of the pathological are connected with social categories of normal and unhealthy and/or in what ways the elite decides what is healthy and what is not. 
· Current Situation in Roma Health - Dr Marjan Muratović

On January 15, based on the research conducted in 2012, Dr Muratović presented the most recent indicators of Roma position in the healthcare system and statistical data related to diseases of the Romani population. Listening to the personal story of Dr Marijanovic, who is a Roma himself, the scholars were inspired by his development path.

In the afternoon hours after lunch time, the participants were divided into 2 groups: group of students and group of pupils. The students' groups worked on improvement of their personal skills through workshops in 2 separate rooms and the topics were as follows:
	Day II: 11. 01.
Friday
	Where does my time escape and how shall I organize it better? Workshop related to determining priorities. What do the others tell me? 
Workshop for practising active listening and technique of sending a positive critic. 

	Day III: 
12.01. Saturday
	How shall I present myself in the best manner? 
Workshop for understanding the audience, feedback and self-evaluation. 

	Day IV: 
13. 01. Sunday
	Who am I? What makes my identity and culture? 
Workshop dealing with understanding of the relation between identity and culture.

	Day V: 
15.01. Tuesday
	Why do people have conflicts? How shall I resolve a conflict without violence? Workshop related to non-violent communication methods.



	Day VI:
16. 01. 

Wednesday
	Why are people discriminated? 
Workshop of understanding the mechanisms of stereotype creation and their relation to discrimination. 


The aforementioned workshops were carried out by the pair of trainers Miroslav Nikolić and Radovan Jovanović of the Association of Roma Students who worked with high school students, whereas Julkica Stefanović and Kristina Ivković worked with the group of university students.
The novelty in comparison with the previous two Advocacy Schools was that the RHSP scholarship beneficiaries who passed the training of trainers organised in the preceding year implemented the workshops on the second day of the training independently. Totally 8 RHSP trainers divided into 4 pairs had experienced trainers of the Association of Roma Students as their mentors who assisted them in the preparation for implementation of the trainings in following manner:
Upon implementation of the workshops, the whole trainers' team and the coordinator held an evaluation meeting where the positive aspects as well as those subject to improvement in further training implementation were reviewed.
The initiative for the training implementation in this manner resulted from the idea that RHSP scholarship beneficiaries should implement advocacy schools and trainings with their younger colleagues in the future. 
      During the evening hours the following activities of social networking were organised:
· Evening with Muha Blackstazy, a hip hop artist, moderated by Jelena Savić, resulted in a jointly written song which critically described the current position of Roma
· Music workshop, moderated by Miroslav Nikolić, whose product was a music act with lyrics written during the workshop with Muha Blackstazy
· Tabletop football and billiard tournaments, moderated by Kristina  Ivković

· Evening of Roma music and karaoke party organised on the Eve of Vasilica, on 13 January
· Projection of the movie "Sisco" by Michael Moore which is a critical retrospective of the health care system in the USA
· On the last evening, on 15 January, the products of social networking workshops were presented
The following sessions were held but they did not belong to any of above four training components: 
Aimed at providing more information to new scholarship beneficiaries about the mentoring component of the program, on 10 January, Dr. Snežana Simić held a session titled The Mentor's Role in the RHSP Program, and the RHSP student Milena Pantelić held a session titled My Experience with the Mentor. In order to inform the participants about the advocacy component much better, on 14 January, 6 participants of the last year's advocacy follow up project ‘’Start the Engine’’ presented the projects they implemented for Roma health advancement in Niš, Kragujevac and Novi Sad.
As preparation for the Tutoring component implementation, that is the preparatory component for enrolment in the faculties of medicine, stomatology and pharmacy, on 14 January, a session was held with 6 high-school graduates to introduce them with the preparatory program and announcement of the public competition for submitting the applications for attendance at this component under the RHSP program.  
On the third day of Advocacy School, in the period from 12 to 16 h, an excursion to Beočin Monastery was organised so that the participants could change their routines and get refreshed for the contents in the upcoming days.
The Advocacy School engaged two assistants whose assignment was to make the participants' stay at School more pleasant and ensure that the school rules are followed. Each was responsible for the participants from one of two groups, namely Tamara Jovanović for the group of high school students, while Marina Milošević was in charge of the group of university students. Their particular assignments during the Advocacy School were as follows:
· To keep records on the participants' attendance at school sessions according to the school plan.

· To be around the workshop rooms and assist the trainers and lecturers with room preparation and provision of work materials and audio equipment.
· To welcome and accompany the participants, mentors and lecturers who were assigned to them
· To know at all times the movement of their assigned participants 
· To be at disposal for any questions and assistance in problem resolution
· To ensure that the school rules are observed
· To check up at midnight if all the participants are in their rooms
· To address the coordinator Nenad Vladisavljev for any issues beyond their competence
The School enabled the students with an opportunity to receive basic knowledge from the Roma history and specific Roma status in the field of health, to understand why it is important to engage in promotion of the Roma position. Taking into account that groups' cohesion was strengthened and personal skills were improved, the School goals and objectives were achieved.
The program content was rated as useful by 62% of the participants, while 38% assessed it as interesting. The participants liked the following work aspects the most: workshops 78%, lectures 22%. Most positive comments referred to the lectures by Dr Dušan Marinković, followed by Osman Balić and Svenka Savić. 
In Novi Sad, 01. 04.2013.                                                                                                      Report written by
                                                                                                                                        Nenad Vladisavljev
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